THE STAR - 13.11.2020 M/S 10

Dept to decide on foreign maids retum

Ismail Sabri: It’s up to Immigration to see if appeals by employers are justified

By MAZWIN NIK ANIS
mazwin@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: The return of foreign
domestic helpers into the country
will be at the discretion of Immi-
gration authorities, says Datuk Seri
Ismail Sabri Yaakob.

The Senior Minister said the rul-
ing to bar the entry of foreigners
following the Covid-19 pandemic
was still effective.

But Ismail Sabri said there might
be “special cases” which the author-
ities could give due consideration
such as employers whose foreign
maids had been stranded overseas
for months due to the movement
control order.

“Perhaps, in the case of a working
couple who are looking after aged
and sick parents or caring for a
child with disabilities, approval
may be given.

“It is up to Immigration to look
into the cases and decide if the
appeal by employers is justified,” he
said.

On Wednesday, the Immigration
Department said employers with
foreign maids stranded overseas
but possessed temporary work visit
passes could appeal for permission
to enter the country.

Its director-general Datuk Khairul
Dzaimee Daud said all appeals
could be made through the
MyTravelPass system and would be

considered on a “case by case”
basis, involving health and other
critical matters.

Khairul also said employers
needed to adhere to all entry condi-
tions and prevention steps, includ-
ing undergoing screening and the
14-day quarantine, in addition to
bearing the cost of the quarantine.

On another matter, Ismail Sabri
said the National Security Council’s
special meeting had agreed for the
police to arrest the 400 residents of
Medan 88, Bandar Baru Salak
Tinggi, who had gone missing when
the area was placed under the
enhanced MCO.

He said those missing were work-
ers whose employers had moved

them out shortly before the area
was cordoned off.

“We were told some employers
had used buses to bring workers
out. So the police will trace the
employers and locate these workers.

“We have also asked the police to
take action against the employers,”
he added.

On Wednesday, Medan 88,
involving 88 units of shoplots, 284
premises and 800 residents, was
placed under the enhanced MCO
until Nov 25.

Earlier, the Sepang disaster man-
agement committee said it would
seek police assistance to detect
some 400 residents who did not
return home after receiving infor-

mation that barbed wire would be
installed in the area.

Ismail Sabri also announced the
extension of the enhanced MCO in
three localities in Kudat, Sabah, for
another 14 days until Nov 26.

The extension is due to active
cases still being detected in Kamp-
ung Pengaraban, Kampung Tanjung
Kapor and Kampung Landung
Ayang, which have been under the
enhanced MCO since Oct 12.

As of Wednesday, there were 21
active cases in Kampung Pengara-
ban, 10 in Kampung Tanjung Kapor
and 54 in Kampung Landung
Ayang.

The three areas have 2,393 hous-
es with 13,884 residents.




